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Fayetteville High School

Ms. Pamela Slater

Room:212
Email: plslater@k12.wv.us 
Website: slaterscience.weebly.com
Phone: 304) 574-0560
Texts: McDougal Littell Science (Integrated Science 1,2 and 3)
Texts are available in the classroom for each student. Most information will be provided by teacher in the form of notes and outside reading. Texts may be checked out on an as needed basis. 
Materials: 
· Pen/Pencils, 3-ring binder (1-1 ½ inch) divided into 3 sections: (If you wish to use the same 3 ring-binder for all of your classes then just designate a section of that notebook for this class)
· Notes/Handouts

·  Vocabulary

· Essential Questions
     Suggested Materials or Donations:  

· Colored Pencils/Markers 

· Highlighters

· Box of Tissues

· Calculator
Purpose: The 8th grade science curriculum includes the following 21st Century Science K-8 Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools.
	Standard:1
	Nature of Science

	SC.S.8.1
	Students will

· demonstrate an understanding of history and nature of science as a human endeavor encompassing the contributions of diverse cultures and scientists.

· demonstrate the ability to use the inquiry process to solve problems.


	Standard:2
	Content of Science

	SC.S.8.2

	Students will
· demonstrate knowledge, understanding and applications of scientific facts, concepts, principles, theories and models as delineated in the objectives.

· demonstrate an understanding of the interrelationships among physics, chemistry, biology, earth/environmental science, and astronomy.

· apply knowledge, understanding and skills of science subject matter/concepts to daily life experiences.

	Standard:3
	Application of Science

	SC.S.8.3


	Students will

· demonstrate the ability to use inquiry process to explore systems, models, and changes. 

· demonstrate an understanding of the interdependence between science and technology.

· demonstrate an understanding of the utilization of technology to gather data and communicate designs, results and conclusions.

· demonstrate an understanding of personal and societal benefits of science, and an understanding of public policy decisions as related to health, population, resource and environmental issues.


The performance descriptors for these standards may be found at: https://wvde.state.wv.us/policies/csos.htm
The general timeline of the 8th grade science course topics can be found below. 

	1st Nine Weeks
	2nd Nine Weeks
	3rd Nine Weeks
	4th Nine Weeks

	· The history of the scientific method and experimental design.
· Chemistry
Nature of Science (embedded)
	· Geology and Astronomy 
Nature of Science (embedded)
	· Physics
Nature of Science (embedded)
	· Biology and Ecology 
Nature of Science (embedded)


 Grading: Grades will be administered for the completion and mastery of such tasks as tests, homework assignments, class work assignments, labs and projects.  

TEST/EXAMS AND PROJECTS: (40%)  

 PROJECTS will be assigned throughout the semester. These may be in or out of the classroom assignments. Projects are to promote conceptual connections between new and former experiences, allow for students to use what they have learned to explain a new object, event, and/or organism. Students will be required to use scientific terms and descriptions and communicate their understanding to others. 

TEST will be administered after the completion of each major concept. Each test will assess the students developing understanding of each topic; demonstrate what they understand about the concept(s) and how well they implement a skill.

CLASS/HOMEWORK: (20%) All students will be required to participate in class discussion, interactive group work and written daily science journal assignments. Any failure to do so will result in deduction of points. All written class work assignments not completed in class are to be completed as homework. 
HOMEWORK will be assigned as needed or when classwork is not completed during the allotted class time. In addition students should review notes, make flashcards, read text, and/or review online resources provided. SO YES! HOMEWORK DAILY IN SCIENCE!!
QUIZZES AND LABS: (40%) 
QUIZZES will be administered 1-2 times weekly. These may be announced or “pop” quizzes. Announced quizzes will also be listed on Live Grades.

LABS are essential in a science course. Group work is encouraged: however individual answers and lab reports are required. Each student should record all data acquired during the lab. All labs will be provided by the teacher. If a formal lab write up is required the format will be provided by the teacher and will be due within the week.  Any laboratory safety violations will result in points deducted from the lab grade. Major violations or repeated violations will result in a lab grade of 0. NO EXCEPTIONS!

· Late Work: 25 points will be deducted from assignments received 1 day after the due date. Assignments submitted beyond 1 day late will be accepted up until 2 days after the 4 week progress report for HALF CREDIT.  (See consequences)
· Please log onto LIVE GRADES weekly to double check your progress.

· Sign up for REMIND through text or email! (Parent signature required)
· Keeping up with assignments is the responsibility of the students.  
Students will notify parents in a written statement and return the statement with a parent signature with their completed assignment the following school day. Parents are required to contact the teacher. 
Attendance:  Regular attendance is expected and necessary for this class.

· You are responsible for missed assignments when you are absent. Look in the “Make-Up Crate” for your class period’s folder with your missed assignments. If you do not find an assignment, SEE ME!
· Obtain notes from the time missed from a responsible classmate!
· You have 5 school days to make up missed work. Labs and tests can be made up after school or during another arranged time.

· In the event you are marked present for class but are actually absent in the class (athletic events, field trips, educational opportunities, etc.) You are required to have all assignments complete on the original due date. i.e. if a homework assignment is due on the day you are not in class you should make arrangements to hand it in before leaving for an athletic event or field trip. Quizzes and tests are to be made up within day of return.
CLASSROOM RULES, BEHAVIOR AND EXPECTATIONS

1. RESPECT yourself and others!
2. Arrive on time with all materials (text, pencil, notebook, paper)
3. Follow directions immediately.
4. Raise your hand before speaking.
5. Ask permission to leave your seat.
6. Use the pencil sharpener during non-instructional time.
7. Gum, food, candy, and drinks are NOT permitted. Water is acceptable.
8. DO NOT deface property of the school or others.
9. Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself.
10. Clean your work station. 
***Do what you are suppose to do, when it is suppose to be done, to the best of your ability, and if you do it that way every time, YOU WILL BE A SUCCESS!

CONSEQUENCES

The preceding ten rules describe in general the way I expect our class to operate. It is also my responsibility to enforce the student code of conduct as outlined in the Parent Student Handbook. Violation of the rules will invoke a procedure of progressive discipline. The basic steps in the procedure are outlined below. 

1. First step- Verbal warning

2. Second step – Hold after class for conference with teacher

3. Third step – Parent contact and lunch detention.
4. Fourth step – Referral to the assistant principal for discipline

5. Fifth step- Immediate exclusion from class and referral to the office
CELL PHONES

Cell phones are not permitted.  Any student discovered using a cell phone during class will forfeit their phone to me or the office for the day. Subsequent offenses will require parent pick up.  
----------Please detach, sign and return the bottom portion of the syllabus------------------------------

I ______________________________ have read, reviewed and understand the terms outline in 


(parent signature)

the Science Course Syllabus. 

I ______________________________ have read, reviewed and understand the terms outline in 


(student signature)

the Science Course Syllabus.  
________________________________________________________  Printed Student Name

___________________________________________________ Class Name and Period ______
· Review and sign up for REMIND text and email service OR return notification form signed by a parent
· Complete Student and Parent Information and Contact form. 
	4
	Please keep the course syllabus in your binder.  Students and parents must sign, date and return the attached form.




